In challenging times,
Initiative helps homeless
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n the three decades since its founding, Initiative has helped
over 600 homeless and low-income families build the

With your generous donations and the investments of local
foundations, corporations, churches, and community groups,
Initiative has continued to provide safe, affordable housing,
food security, and critical emotional and logistical support for
families in need. Initiative’s programs help guide parents to
build a brighter future for their children through whatever
challenges come. The economic uncertainty of the past year
is particularly overwhelming for families who were already
circumstances beyond our control. But we know that with the
guidance and support of caring and experienced professionals,
families can overcome these challenges.
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When Adriana reached out to Initiative for help, she
and her two girls had been living in a temporary shelter
for several months. When the shelter closed due to lack
of funding in April 2020, her family had nowhere to go. A
had a steady job during normal times. But with widespread daycare closures during the pandemic, she found
her family in desperate circumstances with no stable
place to sleep or reliable transportation and without
enough to eat. With Initiative’s help, Adriana and her girls
now have the resources to make it through multiple
challenges and pave the way for a better future. With a
safe home, food and transportation assistance, and the
consistent support of her Initiative social worker to help
manage the anxieties of so much upheaval, Adriana is continuing her job search and helping her daughters succeed
in online school. (continued on page 2)

Initiative client Adriana and her daughters at Prince Avondale Apartments

(continued from page 1) “The Initiative program literally
saved my family’s life, “ Adriana says. “The support system,
resources, and housing made all the difference in the world
keeping my children and me from sleeping in my car or
spending the day searching for a shelter that had openings.
Now I have the chance to complete my education, pay off
Christy and her children also found the support they
needed to make a fresh start after a series of life challenges
left them overwhelmed and exhausted. In late 2019, after
leaving an abusive marriage, Christy moved to Atlanta in
search of safety and stability for herself and her two young
sons. Christy planned to live temporarily with friends
and church members while working to save for her own
working full time for several months and making progress.
But soon her work hours were cut by more than half and
her children were at home requiring her supervision and
from home to home was taking a toll on her children.
When she found Initiative, Christy had exhausted every
other resource she had.

Initiative immediately helped Christy set up a safe
place to call home, with furniture, linens, work-fromhome equipment, groceries, transportation assistance,
and emotional support to help the family heal. Initiative’s program gave her the help she needed to not
permanent home for her children.
With your generous support, Initiative will continue to help families like Adriana’s and Christy’s rebuild
their strength, create opportunities for their children,
and achieve their personal goals.

Initiative depends entirely on private donations to support our work with homeless families. Your donation to
Initiative’s Homeless Services Program will have an immediate impact on the lives of families in need:
...$25 provides a welcome box of personal care items and household supplies for a new Initiative family
...$250 ensures heat and electricity for a formerly homeless family for a month

of recovering from homelessness--rent, utilities, food, transportation, and childcare. No matter the amount, your
independence.
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poverty

T

his year, Initiative marks the 30th anniversary of
its founding by two local churches, North Decatur
Presbyterian Church in Decatur (NDPC) and St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church in Tucker, who were
determined to respond to the urgent need for both
housing and social services for homeless families in their
communities. Initiative remains closely connected to
the churches, which continue to support our families
financially and with volunteer efforts. Recently, we spoke
with some of the church members who played important
roles in Initiative’s early development.
of Initiative’s founding along with her husband, Rudy. “We
knew that we had to take action to help people who
Initiative program began through the volunteer efforts of
committee members from the two churches. Together,
they worked to renovate homes, raise funds, and provide
guidance and support for the families entering the
program. “The only money we had was donations from
the churches, just what they could kick in to give us a
husband Walt served on the committee at St. Andrews.
For a number of years, Initiative acquired singlefamily houses to shelter homeless families while they
received critical social services. “From the beginning, we
felt strongly that it couldn’t just be an affordable place
to live, but we had to provide those services that would

In the decades that have followed, Initiative
has continued to respond to the needs of both
homeless and low-income families through housing,
comprehensive social services, and, beginning in
2009, the employment program re:loom. Initiative
has acquired and developed multifamily properties to
provide more access to affordable housing for working
families. With the ongoing support of our founding
churches and a dedicated and growing community of
volunteers and donors, Initiative now provides housing
for over 350 families each year and the financial
assistance and professional support needed to help
them build a future free from housing insecurity and
financial instability.
Initiative’s growth over the years demonstrates
that a shared commitment to helping those in need
can make a significant impact. “I think it’s so important
for people to know the history of Initiative, to see the
what Initiative has accomplished in these 30 years.You
look around, and you see that there’s still so much
more to do to help the poor and underprivileged.
When families are destitute as they still are now, we
Initiative began with that understanding always resides
But Initiative’s work has always been about each
individual family’s story of growth and success, as Walt
Bryde concludes. “The idea was always that if we help
one family to bring themselves up and make a good
life for themselves and their children, then we’ve been

Magnolia Circle Apartments, Decatur
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ADM Associates
Aimee Jewelry & Gallery
Allatoona Quilters’ Guild
Amity Home
Atlanta Track Club
Frances Hollis Brain Foundation
Mary Allen Lindsey Branan
Foundation
CenterState Bank
Church Women United of DeKalb
East Chapter
Community Foundation of Greater
Atlanta
Decaturish
Delta Air Lines
Design Samaritan
Elavon, Inc.
Emory University
Enterprise Community Partners
First Baptist Church, Dalton
John & Mary Franklin Foundation
Galeria Regina
Roderick Seward, Flossie Radcliffe &
Helen M. Galloway Foundation
Georgia Association of Women
Lawyers
Georgia Power
Haas Consulting
Habitat for Humanity
Honeywell
Kaiser Permanente
Kelley Technology Group
Kennesaw State University
Kiwanis Foundation of Atlanta
The Lovett School
McAlister’s Deli
Me & Eco
North Decatur Presbyterian Church
OwlSwap
Perkins + Will
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta
Rollins
Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church
Shenandoah Rose Garden Club
SK Collaborative
Smith, Gambrell & Russell
Southwire
Stites & Harbison
Synovus Bank
Trinity Mercantile Design Co.
Trinity Presbyterian Church
United Way of Greater Atlanta
UPS
U.S. Bank
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Kaiser Permanente invests in mental
health support for Initiative families

I

nitiative gratefully acknowledges
two generous grants made in 2019
and 2020 by Kaiser Permanente of
Georgia to increase mental health
resources for our homeless clients
and affordable housing residents. By
housing plays in ensuring family mental
health, Kaiser is investing through
Initiative to help metro Atlanta families
and communities thrive. Kaiser funds
are helping provide additional training

T

he Metro East Chapter of

partnered with Initiative for
Affordable Housing to build and paint
of our residential properties (Prince
Avondale, Kirkwood Gardens, Magnolia
Circle, and Sol Luna Park Apartments).
of books to stock the libraries with a
variety of books for all ages. Initiative
will register the libraries with the Free
Library Association which will work to
expand their footprint of community
book sharing. A total of 19 Georgia
Power Company (GPC) volunteers and
their families participated in the project
which took place near the leasing office
at the Magnolia Circle Apartments
property. “It was exciting to reengage

and resources for Initiative staff to
respond when mental health concerns
arise in our service community. Support
from Kaiser has been particularly
taken its toll on low-income families
both economically and emotionally. By
providing a safety net of services and
housing in safe, supportive communities,
Initiative is helping local families weather
trying times and move forward healthier
and stronger.

“I hope these libraries provide joy to resiboxes of school supplies for the children
who participate in Initiative’s Homeless
Services and Affordable Housing Programs.

Little Free Libraries at the Magnolia Circle Apartments senior housing property.
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Meeks. Longtime members of Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church in Tucker (one of
Initiative’s founding churches), Earl and his wife of 61 years, Dr. Burrelle Strickland
Meeks, have been steadfast supporters of the re:loom program, its operations, and the
weaving staff for many years.
A physicist and research scientist by training, Earl was a consummate artisan and a
tireless learner. In recent years, he taught himself to repair and assemble our looms in
his workshop and invented a device to save the weavers time preparing the looms. “He
would say that it was the history of the looms, the fact that someone had loved them
before and he had a chance to love them now and help them be of use that motivated
Recently, Dr. Meeks visited the weavehouse to share lunch with the weavers and
remember Earl’s remarkable life. His presence is deeply missed, but his legacy lives on
through his commitment to giving freely. Dr. Meeks continues to support re:loom in
sense in living if you can’t be helpful. Being helpful would take care of all of the religions

Every loom has a story

E

very loom used to weave re:loom products carries the rich story
of its previous owner. In the weavehouse, each loom is named
in honor of its donor, preserving the history of the centuriesold weaving craft. In fall 2020, re:loom received the meaningful gift
of a four-harness Glimakra counter balance loom owned by Tom
Doornbos, a talented weaver from Brasstown, NC, and donated in his
honor by his wife, Mary Doornbos. His family will always remember
Tom as “an avid gardener, a voracious reader, a talented craft-maker,
the Doornbos loom will continue the legacy of hand crafts in our
weavehouse, providing hope to local families and producing beautiful
woven products for generations to come. Giving new life to antique
looms is just one more way that re:loom restores our community.

capital and program needs, product purchases, corporate partnerships, material donations, and volunteer activities.
re:loom accepts donations of a variety of textiles from the community for use in our handwoven products. Our
be reused. We gratefully accept donations of clothing, surplus material, sheets, towels, curtains, tablecloths, napkins,
and blankets. All donated textiles must be clean, but can be stained or torn. We also welcome donations of assembly
tools such as heavy scissors, rotary cutters, and storage bins. Due to space limitations, please contact us at info@
reloom.org or 404-299-9979 before bringing donations to the weavehouse.
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3032 N. Decatur Road
Scottdale GA 30079

T

Delta Flight Museum
1060 Delta Boulevard,
B-914
Atlanta GA 30354

his year, re:loom is thrilled to expand
our portfolio of corporate partnerships
with an exciting new project with
UPS. Beginning in September 2020, re:loom
will receive worn-and-torn uniforms from
hundreds of UPS facilities to be upcycled into
beautiful new sustainable retail products. Since
its inception, the program has diverted nearly
118 tons of UPS textiles from landfills and
incinerators, helping UPS fulfill its commitment
to global sustainability and invest in the greater
Atlanta workforce where the corporation is
headquartered.
re:loom UPS products bring new life to
the iconic UPS Brown material with stylish
home decor items and accessories with the
addition of secondary color accents, offering
new ways to own a piece of the UPS legacy and
help provide training and support for homeless

Ecologie Vintage
2615 George Busbee
Parkway NW, #12
Kennesaw GA 30144

ReStore
271 Chester Avenue SE
Atlanta GA 30316

412 Church Street
Decatur GA 30030
the Hug Box
13 W.Washington Street
Newnan GA 30263

@Antiques & Collectibles
35 East Main Street
Booth #70
Dahlonega GA 30533

1430 Dresden Drive NE
Atlanta GA 30319
San Francisco Coffee
Roasting Company
676 North Highland
1192 North Highland
1660 DeKalb Avenue
Atlanta GA

6800 Dahlonega Hwy
Cumming GA 30028
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re:loom is now offering 14 upcycled home decor and
fashion accessory products, including our popular Beltline Bag, woven from iconic UPS Brown uniforms and
incorporating coordinating color accents by request.

“The NDPC choir wanted something unique,
and having our stoles made by re:loom gave us
a chance to support a group we care about and
have something beautiful at the same time.The
colors of the weaving match the colors in the glass
windows of our church and give us a cohesive
look without the need for a full choir robe.We also
loved the fabric recycling aspect, and some of the
fabrics used were from donated choir robes from
another church.We all feel proud when we wear
them, and the congregation loves them also.Thank
you, re:loom, for making these amazing stoles for
our choir.” ~Debra Robinson

UPS products are available for sale to affiliates
and the general public online at www.reloom.
org/ups.

Recognizing
Corporate
Partners

I

re:loom’s custom Market Totes designed
in summer 2020 as gifts for Atlanta Track
Club volunteers

n 2019, re:loom partnered with the
Atlanta Track Club to upcycle thousands
of feet of hard-to-recycle vinyl banners
and polypropylene windscreen into limitededition market totes to commemorate the
50th Anniversary of the Peachtree Road Race.
This year, we were delighted to continue our
partnership with the ATC by creating new
custom products from fencing for the 2020 US
Olympic Track Team Trials.
re:loom’s Market Totes make use of
exactly the textile qualities that make these
items so problematic for the environment:
our hand-sewn bags are durable, easy to clean,
and carry the bold imagery of the Track Club’s
promotional materials, preserving the legacy
of this historic Atlanta institution. The Club
buys back the totes to offer as gifts for its
volunteers and donors, continuing the cycle of
giving.

K

Corporate partnerships are
vital to re:loom’s ongoing
success providing unique job
training opportunities for
homeless and low-income
women in the Atlanta area.
Our corporate partners
contribute to the visibility
of re:loom’s mission, provide
sustaining income for
weavehouse operations,
and take active leadership
in innovative sustainability
practices in the Atlanta area.
past and current corporate
partners:
Atlanta Track Club
Cinnabon
Delta Air Lines
Emory University
Georgia Power Company
Kennesaw State University
NFL Green
Shaw Industries
United Parcel Service
US Bank
To explore corporate
partnership opportunities,
please email us at
corporatepartnerships@
reloom.org.

ennesaw State University students are passionate about
environmental action. Through the OwlSwap program,
hundreds of KSU students have made a commitment to
sustainable fashion and textile recycling. re:loom’s partnership has
helped KSU expand its sustainability mission by creating new uses for
a wide variety of excess textiles, including banners, tshirts, tablecloths,
and much more. To date, re:loom has created 17 styles of products
made from KSU materials and/or in KSU black and gold, including
keychains, laptop sleeves, fashion bags, market totes, dog leashes
and bandanas, face masks, and rugs. re:loom is committed to helping
KSU dramatically textile waste and protect the earth for the next
generation.

re:loom’s popular upcycled cross-body laptop messenger bag in KSU black and gold
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OUR MISSION is to provide permanent,
affordable housing to homeless and low-income
families. Initiative is also committed to the
provision of necessary supportive services to
empower families to reach their personal goals
and achieve independence.
WHO WE ARE: Initiative for Affordable
that serves homeless and low-income families.
Founded in 1990 by two churches with long
histories of social involvement in the local
community, Initiative operates with the belief
that safe, stable housing is essential, and that
housing is most successful when additional
resources are provided to strengthen and
stabilize families.
WHAT WE DO: Initiative provides homeless
women and children with a holistic program of
housing and long-term intensive social services
household management skills, and permanent
affordable housing. Since 1996, Initiative
has also owned and operated affordable
multifamily rental housing in DeKalb County
and the City of Atlanta. Families who work
in low-wage jobs are able to live realistically
on the wages they earn in safe and decent
housing by renting one of Initiative’s 355
apartments. Our job training and employment
program, re:loom, provides a stable income,
and low-income adults in weaving, sales,
customer service, problem solving and decision
making.The weavers recycle used clothing into
handwoven gift products for sale.

Board of Directors
Dan Douglass, Stites & Harbison (President)
Erika Estrada, CPA, Kaplan (Treasurer)
Brent Adams, CenterState Bank (Secretary)
Walter Booth, Jones Booth Law
Cassie Branum, AICP, LEED AP, Perkins + Will
Audrey Galex, Atlanta Interfaith Broadcasters
ChiQuita George, Georgia Power
Antoinette Govan, MPR, City of Atlanta
Sarah Humphrey
Dan Kelley, Kelley Technology Group
Holly Maddox, Honeywell
Melissa Faye Manrow
Philip Ouellette CPM, CHC, Kaiser Permanente
Alexander Taratov, PHR, SHRM-CP, Elavon, Inc.
Alicia Wilson, CPA, CIA, CRMA, Southwire

Be sure to visit our websites at
affordablehousingatl.org and reloom.org
8

Initiative for Affordable Housing, Inc.
PO Box 885
Scottdale, Georgia 30079

INITIATIVE STAFF
Lisa Wise
Claire Sellers-Sneed
Jessica McFarland

Executive Director
Social Worker
Director of Development

Property Management

Frieda Dent, Asset Manager
Rosa Ware, Magnolia Circle & Kirkwood Gardens Apts.
Linda Langford, Sol Luna Park Apartments
Katrina Maye, Prince Avondale Apartments
re:loom

3032 N. Decatur Rd., Scottdale, GA 30079
Tammy Carden, Operations Manager

INITIATIVE HOUSING SITES
965 Nottingham Drive, Avondale Estates, GA 30002

3850 Memorial Drive, Decatur GA 30032
100 Dash Lewis Drive, Decatur, GA 30034
1929 Hosea Williams Drive SE, Atlanta, GA 30317

(404)243-1553
(404)288-5633
(404)501-0556

